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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 00907 171635Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO NEAE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 
USIE-00 INRE-00 ACDA-12 IO-13 CIAE-00 PM-05 H-01 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 /085 W 

072195 171651Z/53 

OR 171618ZFEB 78 

FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6846 

INFO SIT-REP COLLECTIVE 338 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 

USNMR SHAPE BELGIUM 

CINCUSNAVEUR, LONDON ENG 

CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AB GER 

COMSIXTHFLT 

CTF SIX ZERO 

CTF SIX ONE 

CTF SIX TWO 

CTG SIX ZERO PT TWO 

FICEURLANT NORFOLK VA 

FOSIF ROTA SPAIN 

DIA WASHDC 

CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GER 
USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT 

CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 0907 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS MILT TESY 

SUB J : LEBANESE SITUATION REPORT, FEBRUARY 17, 1800 LOCAL 
REF: BEIRUT 0906 (DTG 171455Z FEB 78) 

1 . MILITARY SITUATION REMAINS GENERALLY CALM, AND 
SYRIANS HAVE NOT RESUMED SHELLING. 

2. PHALANGE POLITBURO MEMBER KARIM PAKRADOUNI TOLD 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BEIRUT 00907 171635Z 

POLOFF AFTERNOON OF FEBRUARY 17 THAT WARRANTS HAVE BEEN 
ISSUED FOR ARREST OF FIVE PEOPLE SUSPECTED TO BE INVOLVED 
IN THE FURN ASH SHUBBAK KILLINGS ON FEBRUARY 15. CAMILLE 
CHAMOUN AND PIERRE GEMAYEL, ALTHOUGH AGREEING TO THE 
ISSUANCE OF THESE WARRANTS, HAVE SO FAR REFUSED TO ASSUME 
THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR TURNING OVER THE SUSPECTS 
TO THE AUTHORITIES, PAKRADOUNI SAID. 
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3. AFTERNOON OF FEBRUARY 17, ARMA OBSERVED THAT SYRIAN 
UNIT HAD OCCUPIED HILL OVERLOOKING NAHR AL KALB TUNNEL 
ON ROAD TO JUNIYAH (OCCUPATION HAS OCCURRED SOMETIME 
WITHIN LAST FOUR DAYS). ARMA ALSO OBSERVED NEAR AL MURUJ 
A COLUMN OF VEHICLES MOVING WEST WHICH INCLUDED 17 TANKS, 
SIX 160 MM MORTARS, 57 MM ANTI-AIRCRAFT 
WEAPONS AND THREE BMP ARMORED VEHICLES. UNIT WAS 
PROBABLY COMING FROM ZAHLE (ARMA WAS UNSURE WHETHER UNIT 
WAS NEW TO LEBANON). MAIN INTERSECTION AT AL MURUJ WAS 
CONTROLLED BY SYRIAN AIRBORNE TROOPS. THREE TANKS AND 
ONE BMP, APPARENTLY SERVING AS AN ADVANCE PARTY, WERE AT 
DUHUR ASH SHUWAYR. BETWEEN AL MURUJ AND SIN AL-FIL ALONG 
ROAD GOING THROUGH BRUMANNA, THERE WERE NO SYRIAN CHECK- 
POINTS AT PLACES WHERE THEY HAD BEEN BEFORE. 

PARKER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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